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(Continued on page 3) 

Union Dam To Be Demolished 
By Charles Wagandt 
The Union Dam still stands—but not for much 

longer.  Within the next few weeks sign- offs are ex-
pected for sediment control, wetlands, and water-
ways.  Then the seemingly endless years of federal and 
state studies to approve the demolition of the dam 
should be over.  The project will be bid, and a contrac-
tor selected.  The winning bid will be submitted to the 
Board of Public Works for their approval before an 
anticipated start of the demolition in June. 

The State must still mitigate the loss of this historic 
dam by complying with a Memorandum of Under-
standing between the Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Maryland Historical Trust, and Army Corps of 
Engineers to record and document the Union Dam , 
stabilize and preserve the foundations along the east 
bank of the Patapsco River, and provide exhibits to 
interpret the Union Dam.  A committee will soon be 
formed in DNR to determine the nature and location of 
these exhibits.             

A pedestrian bridge is needed at the site.  It is im-
portant to tell the story of man’s interaction with na-
ture at this beautiful place and allow people visiting 
Hollofield,  a major destination in the Patapsco Valley 
State Park (PSVP), to hike down the existing Union 
Dam trail and cross over the river to the mill gates and 
the millrace, probably the longest in the nation to ser-
vice only one mill.  The Friends of Patapsco Valley 
and Heritage Greenway has pushed for the pedestrian 
bridge.  DNR has responded that it will reintroduce the 
bridge concept if it becomes part of a regional trail that 
was once part of the Park Master Plan.  Of course 
popular support is also necessary.  The loop trail 
would extend from Ellicott City to the Union Dam area 
and include both sides of the river. 

We have requested and received letters of support 
for the pedestrian bridge and trail from the County Ex-
ecutives of Howard and Baltimore, a necessary en-
dorsement because some of the trail will be on County 
owned roads and land.  The Ellicott City Restoration 
Foundation and Greater Oella Community Association 
also publicly support the bridge and trail..  DNR will 
hold a public meeting in the near future to discuss the 
project. 

The rehabilitation of the historic Route 40 Bridge, 
adjacent to the dam, will await the removal of the 
dam.  
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Bike Lane Coming on Frederick Road 
By Charles Wagandt 
 

On a bright, chilly early November morning in 
2006 the new pedestrian/bike bridge at River Road 
in Ilchester officially opened.  For the first time in 
34 years Ellicott City area residents gained easy ac-
cess to the Patapsco Valley State Park and by exten-
sion to BWI and B&A trails.  This raised the issue of 
safe travel for bicyclists on busy Frederick Road 
from River Road to Ellicott City.  The Friends of 
Patapsco Valley and Greenway (PHG) called upon 
Stephanie Yanovitz, State Highways  (SHA)  Bicy-
cle & Pedestrian Coordinator.  She saw the need and 
contacted John Vananzo, Transportation Engineer 
Team Leader of SHA District 4.  There were several 
meetings between our group and State Highway peo-
ple.  Together we walked the historic Frederick 
Road and examined the constricted areas along the 
road.  Kit Valentine, Lucy McKean, Charles Wa-
gandt, and John Slater, a professional land planner, 
participated on behalf of PHG.  Linda Cook, John 
Vananzo, and Stephanie Yanovitz represented 
SHA.  The State hired consultants to study the road 
and resolve issues relating to the varying width of 
the road.  Though not official, we believe that in the 
spring of this year SHA will repave Frederick Road 
from River Road to the bridge in Ellicott City 
and  mark bike lanes on each side of the road.     

PHG is grateful and pleased that its efforts ap-
pear to be meeting with success in such a timely 
manner.  This is being made possible by the State’s 

2 ,����	�$����
�����
��
����������� +��
���%''��

New Heritage Trail 
Map Available 
Developed by avid biker 
and FPVHG board mem-
ber, Lucy McKean, a new 
Patapsco Heritage Trail 
Map has been developed 
for our members to guide 
you along suggested trails 
from historic Ellicott City 
to the BWI Trail and 
were offered to members 
upon renewing their 
membership.  Maps will 
be distributed to members 
at the Annual Meeting.  
For more information 

about this map, email  
patapscofriend@gmail.com or call 410-480-0824.    

3 Year River/Stream Cleanup Statistics  
As of December 31, 2008 (84 cleanups)      
By Betsy McMillion 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For details on these events, visit our website at http://
www.patapscoheritagegreenway.org/books.html under our "Books and Re-
ports" page! 

recognition that increasing numbers of Marylanders 
are walking and biking for recreation and getting to 
work.  On heavily travelled roads this creates a dan-
gerous mix.   To meet this challenge, the Department 
of Transportation has now kick-started a plan to pro-
vide “a safe, accessible and fully interconnected net-
work of ‘dual-use’ trails across Maryland.”����

Year Helpers  Bags  Pounds  Vol. Hrs.  Sites  

2006 325 433 36,968 1,052 22 

2007 686 1,721 71,272 2,009 30 

2008 1,312 1,272 74,758 3,474 32 
      

3 YR TOTAL 2,323 3,426 182,998 6,535 84 

  Tons = 87.644   

WANTED:  
AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Do you like taking photos?  Do you 
have a digital camera and would be 
willing to take photos at our events and 
for our website?  If you’re interested, 
email patapscofriend@gmail.com or 
call 410-480-0824.  

HAVE YOU CHANGED 
INTERNET PROVIDERS? 
 
We send out regular emails to our 
members, but only occasional 
mailings via US mail to reduce 
mailing costs.  If you have re-
cently changed your email address 
or prefer another email address, 
please let us know!  
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As you will be able to see from the various articles in 

this newsletter, there has been a lot going on in the valley 
this year.  We now have begun posting a summary of our 
clean up results under the BOOK AND REPORTS section 
of our website.  We have had over a thousand volunteers 
remove over 37 tons of trash and debris from various 
Patapsco River sub-watersheds.  We continue to improve 
our website.  Our next big task is to get appropriate pictures 
to go along with the environmental and historical text that 
has been written. 

Lucy McKean working with our friends at UMBC has 
developed and published a map showing the entire length 
of the Patapsco Heritage Trail.  With the completion of the 
Patterson Bridge at Ilchester Road across the Patapsco 
River, the Catonsville and Ellicott City communities have 
finally been connected by this Trail to the BWI and B&A 
regional trail systems.  Since these regional trails connect to 
two national trails in Annapolis (the East Coast Greenway and 
the American Discovery Trails) we could now theoretically 
walk or bike from our homes to Calais, Maine; Key West, 
Florida; Lewes, Delaware; or Point Reyes, California.  

We continue to be blessed with many individuals pitch-
ing in to make the Patapsco Valley a neat place to live.  We 
have updated our membership and volunteer data 
bases.  One of our next primary goals is to move as many 
volunteers as possible from just  the volunteer database 
into our membership base.  The reputation of the Friends of 
the Patapsco Valley and Heritage Greenway as an active 
force in the Valley among the various State and County 
governments is very encouraging and is due in large part to 
your participation with us.  Encourage your friends and 
neighbors to join with us.  Our website provides all the info 
you will need to help them become members.   
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(Continued from page 1) 

New Trees Planted in Arbutus 
By Betsy McMillion 

On a cold and rainy Saturday morning, 87 volunteers planted 50 
new 6-foot tall trees along Herbert Run, on the grounds of Arbutus 
Middle School, off Shelbourne Road in Arbutus. 

According to Betsy McMillion, FPVHG Stream 
Watch Director, “Members of the Patapsco Heritage 
Greenway stream team regularly investigate streams and 
sections of the Patapsco River as part of the Stream Watch 
Program.  Herbert Run was one of the first streams to be 
investigated.  As a result, we discovered a few areas where 
reforestation would be helpful.  One of these areas was 
located on the grounds of Arbutus Middle School, near the 
tennis courts.  Working with the grounds division of the 
Baltimore County Public School System and Arbutus Mid-
dle School, a plan was developed to plant 50 native trees, 
reforesting a section of the school grounds where a buffer 
was needed near the stream.” 

Fifty-six adults and 31 child volunteers planted 20 tulip 
poplars, 20 river birches and 15 sycamores, and even found 
time to conduct a cleanup along the stream.  Several individu-
als and groups came out to help, including FPVHG members; 
college students from Howard Community College, CCBC 
Catonsville Campus, Mt. Saint Mary’s University and 
UMBC Alpha Phi Omega; students from Arch Bishop 
Curley, Long Reach High School, Centennial High School 
Key Club, Resurrection St. Paul School Environmental Club, 
Centennial High School National Honor Society and Long 
Reach High School Environmental Club; cub scout Pack 432, 
Tai Sophia Institute and Arbutus residents.   

This tree planting and stream cleanup was sponsored in 
part by grants by Baltimore County Department of Environ-
mental Protection & Resource Management, Tree-Mendous 
Maryland, the Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay and the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust.  Other sponsors of this event include 
Payne Landscaping, Arbutus Middle School and the grounds 
division of the Baltimore County Public School System.  Bal-
timore County Highway crews assisted by removing the piled 
trash from the joint clean up event.  

In the past three years, FPVHG has planted 130 trees 
throughout the Patapsco Valley area..  
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2008 River/Stream Cleanups  
By Betsy McMillion 
In 2008, 32 cleanups were conducted throughout the Patap-
sco River Valley due to feedback from our stream watchers, 
members and stream recon team.  Additional details about 
these cleanups can be found on the FPVHG website at http://
www.patapscoheritagegreenway.org//books.html 
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ELEMENTARY AND MIDDLE 
SCHOOL STUDENTS GET  

INVOLVED 
By Betsy McMillion 
 
This year, we had a record number of child volunteers 
participating in group cleanups.  Many children came 
with other family members, scout troops, church 
groups, and several high school and college students 
participated to earn student service hours.  This year, 
FPVHG piloted a large-scale student group cleanup 
program as part of their student service project with 
three local schools—Elkridge Landing Middle School, 
Harpers Choice Middle School and Resurrection St. 
Paul’s School.  Students were split up into smaller 
groups, supervised by adult teachers and chaperones, 
and were directed to clean up targeted areas on both 
sides of the river.  Both middle schools divided their 
classes into small groups to collect trash, competing 
against each other to determine which group collected 
the most of trash.  Teachers, parent chaperones and 
FPVHG members supervised the cleanups.  To view 
these cleanups and other FPVHG events, go to http://
patapscofriend.myphotoalbum.com.  

Harpers Choice Middle School students clean up a section of 
the Patapsco River in late November. 

PROJECT CLEAN STREAM  
CAPTAINS NEEDED 

 
On Saturday, April 4, FPVHG will participate in Project 
Clean Stream, conducting multi-cleanups throughout the 
Patapsco Valley area.  If you are interested in conduct-
ing a cleanup along a stream near your home, email 
patapscofriend@gmail.com or call 410-480-0824. 
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Stream Watchers and Recon Team 
 Monitor the Valley 

By Betsy McMillion 
 
The 2008 stream watch recon team members include Kit 
Valentine, Steve Schreiner, Cam MacLachlan, Jim Apgar, 
Teddy Betts and Betsy McMillion.  These team members 
regularly walk hundreds of miles throughout the Patapsco 
Valley area investigating and uncovering potential prob-
lem areas within the watershed.  Over 30 stream watchers 
help FPVHG uncover problem watershed areas which are 
targeted for future group stream cleanups.  Due to major 
grant funding from Baltimore County, the greatest empha-
sis was placed on Baltimore County watershed areas.  Dis-
cussions with Howard County officials in 2008 will hope-
fully lead to an expansion of the stream watch program in 
Howard County.  
Four key targeted watershed areas in 2008 include: 
BULL RUN (Santee Branch) 
A spring recon of Bull Run (what we believe is actually 
Santee Branch) from N. Rolling Rd. through CCBC 
Catonsville Campus and Catonsville neighborhoods into 
Patapsco State Park revealed several problem areas.  A 
great deal of  floatables” (litter that is washed down storm 
drains into the stream), bulk items, erosion and fallen trees 
were discovered.  This recon report and others can be 
viewed at  http://www.patapscoheritagegreenway.org//
books.html. Working with CCBC Catonsville staff and 
faculty, two cleanups were conducted on the CCBC Cam-
pus in 2008.  Future group cleanups are being planned for 
2009. 
CEDAR RUN 
A winter recon of Cedar Run was conducted near Wood-
bridge Elementary School, the Woodbridge Valley and 
Ellicott Mills communities, a Baltimore County facility off 
of Johnnycake Road, and a section of Patapsco State Park.  
With the assistance of stream watchers Mike Fedner and 
Bruce Morton, we were able to report specific problem 
areas (trash, erosion and downed trees posing potential 
flooding problems) in the watershed to county officials 
and conducted one cleanup in the summer.  Future group 
cleanups are being planned for 2009 (this report can be 
viewed at http://www.patapscoheritagegreenway.org//
environ/CedarRunRecon-2Feb08.pdf). 
SAWMILL BRANCH 
Sawmill Branch is the first stream in the Patapsco River 
Valley area that has been completed adopted by stream 
watchers, from the headwaters near Baltimore National 
Pike until where it flows into the Patapsco River in Patap-
sco State Park.  The major concern for this stream is the 
amount of trash and litter, and several areas of the stream 
that were blocked by accumulated tree limbs and other 
materials causing some damming. Five separate cleanups 
were conducted in 2008. Thanks to the efforts of stream 
watchers Alice Dorshow, Pamela Warfield, Claire Walker, 

Burch Harmon, Peter Quaid, Lena Gaither, Susan Ko-
ches, Stephen Schwing, Michael Strzelecki and Rob & 
Marion Flint, a majority of the major trash has been re-
moved from this watershed.     
PATAPSCO RIVER (Simkins Paper Mill Property) 
The Simkins Paper Mill property is being closely moni-
tored by several of our members and stream watchers.  
Three cleanups were conducted along River and Ilches-
ter Roads, as well as Thistle Run.  Several tons of bulk 
items (including car bodies) were removed from the wa-
tershed area by volunteers.  Recent assessment reports 
of the Simkins Mill Phases conducted by a state of 
Maryland consultant can be viewed on the FPVHG web-
site at http://www.patapscoheritagegreenway.org//
books.html.    

Welcome our new 2008 members!   
Jennifer Canoles, Jay Chilcoat, Peggy Dignan, Alice 
Dorshow, Robert & Marion Flint, Vickie Fletcher, Ed & 
Marga Caffyn, Tar Waters, Sheldon Smith, Renate & 
John Jeffries, Richard & Judy Kriey, Larry & Hilde 
Martin, Stanley Nasiatka, Patrick Mullaly, Peter Quaid, 
Art Shortt, Diane Sweeney, Louise Vest, Claire Walker 
& Tom Queeney, Pamela Warfield, James Higbie, Bev-
erly Francis, Ed Dorsey, William Hassell, Philip Stack-
house, Fran Flanigan, Nancy Pentz, Bruce Morton, 
Carol James, Chuck Bragg, Richard & Julia Briggs, 
Ellen Sawaya, Nisa & Tom Popper, Ernest Hurlen, Tho-
mas & Sharon Schueler, David & Susan Hutton, Mi-
chael Spade, Grace Kubofcik, Liz & Leo Fitzsimmons, 
Peter Ashley, Michael Fedner,  Shannon Frenyea, Sarah 
Dorland and Art Croucher.  
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